
In recent 8 years there was a relatively high decrease of the number of residents in powiats: miechowski – 

by 3.2%, chrzanowski – by 1.3%, olkuski – by 0.9% and proszowicki – a decrease by 0.6%. 

At the end of 2008 Kraków was inhabited by 754.6 thous. people, i.e., almost 23% of total residents of the 

voivodship. Within the space of 8 years the population of the voivodship’s capital decreased by 0.5%. In the 

same period the population of Tarnów decreased by 4.4% and at the end of 2008 it amounted to  

115.5 thous. persons. In Nowy Sącz since 2000 the number of residents has stayed at the same level and at 

the end of 2008 it amounted to 84.5 thous. persons. 

Since the beginning of the last decade of the 20th century one can observe in the Małopolskie voivodship  

a progressive, systematic increase of the population of rural areas. At the end of 2008 the ruralization rate, 

i.e., the percentage of rural population amounted to 50.8% and it was higher by 1.4 percentage point than at 

the beginning of nineties.  

 
 
 
                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the spatial layout the highest ruralization rate occurs in tarnowski and proszowicki powiats, in which rural 

areas are inhabited respectively by: over 89% and almost 86% of total residents. However, the lowest 

percentage of rural population was recorded in powiats: chrzanowski – 37.2% and oświęcimski – 45.4%. 

A significant increase of the population caused that in the Małopolskie voivodship the population 

density amounted to 217 persons/km2 and it was marginally higher than in the previous year  

(216 persons/km2). This is a high population density rate, the second one in Poland, after the Silesian 

voivodship – 377 persons/km2. 
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