
A systematic decrease of the number of births in nineties caused the diminution of the number of 

children and youth up to the age of 17. In 2008 in the Małopolskie voivodship the pre-working age 

population numbered 670.4 thous. persons, i.e., less than the year before by 1.7%. The share of this 

group in total population decreased to 20.4% and it was lower by 5 percentage points than in 2000. Among 

powiats, the highest rate of pre-working age population was recorded in: limanowski – 26.6% and 

nowosądecki – 26.2%, whereas the lowest value was recorded in: chrzanowski and olkuski powiats, 

respectively 17.6% and 18.2%. 
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In the group of the working age population (females aged 18-59 and males aged 18-64) one can 

observe favourable changes. Since 2000 the percentage of persons at the age of capacity of work has 

increased by almost 4 percentage points, i.e. from the level of 59.7% to 63.5% in 2008, but the pace of 

growth of this group of people within the space of years is slower and slower. At the end of 2008 in the 

Małopolskie voivodship there were 2087.6 thous. working age residents. In this age group, in 2008 the age 

group of mobility (18-44) accounted for 64.5% of the working age population, however the permanent 

diminution of its number in the discussed population is an unfavourable phenomenon. For comparison, in 
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