
1. METHODOLOGICAL NOTES 
 
 
1.1. SOURCE AND SCOPE OF DATA 
 
TOURIST ACCOMMODATION FACILITIES 
 
Information regarding state and occupation of tourist accommodation facilities comes from regular statistical 
surveys conducted by the Central Statistical Office on forms “Report on occupation of a tourist 
accommodation facility” marked by symbols KT-1 (monthly report, excluding July) and KT-1a (report for 
July).  
 
MUSEUMS 
 
Information regarding museums comes from regular, annual survey conducted by the Central Statistical 
Office on a form K-02 (”Report on the activity of museum and paramuseum institution”). 
 
NON-STATISTICAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
 
Data on tourism in national parks were compiled on the basis of information of the Ministry of Environment. 
 
We used information provided directly by institutions such as:  

– the Volunteer Mountain Rescue Service, 
– the “Wieliczka” Salt Mine Tourist Route Ltd., 
– the Polish Tourist Country-Lovers’ Society, 
– P.P.H.U “Centrum” Ltd. in Nowy Sącz, 
– the Polish Association of Pieniny Rafts-men on the Dunajec river in Sromowce Niżne, 
– the Volunteer Tatra-Mountain Rescue Service, 
 
Moreover, we used publications, websites as well as legal regulations on the salt mine in Wieliczka, the Tatra 
National Park and the Volunteer Water Rescue Service — described in detail in footnotes. 
 
 
1.2. MAIN DEFINITIONS 
 
Tourism includes all activities of persons travelling and remaining outside their usual environment not longer 
than 12 months, for recreational, work-related and other purposes, except for that connected with earning 
income. 
 
Visitors are participants of tourism. This category comprises tourists (i.e., persons who spent at least one 
night in a collective or individual accommodation establishment at the place visited) and one-day visitors 
(i.e., persons who do not spend the night at the place visited)1. 
 
Collective tourism accommodation establishments are defined as facilities, which offer to travellers 
overnight stay in rooms and the number of offered places must be greater than a strict minimum for needs of 
one family. All places in a facility must be subordinate to common management on commercial rules, even if 
the establishment does not have a profit-making character. 
 
Hotel facilities include: hotels, motels, boarding houses and other hotel facilities. 
 
Other facilities include: excursion hostels, shelters, youth hostels, school youth hostels, holiday centres, 
holiday youth centres, training recreational centres, creative arts centres, public tourist cottages, camping 
sites, tent camp sites, weekend and holiday accommodation establishment, health establishments, other 
non-classified. 
 
 

                                                           
1 ”EU methodology in the field of tourism statistics”, CSO, Department of Living Conditions, Warsaw 1998. 




