
souvenir shops; various types of social events are organized such as concerts, film screenings, sport 
performances. The Wieliczka Salt Mine is visited annually by approximately million tourists from Poland and 
rest of the world.  
 
TABLE  IX. VISITORS TO THE “WIELICZKA” SALT MINE 

2000 2005 2007 2008 
Specification 

in thousand 

TOTAL ................................... 758.2 1028.7 1159.6 1097.5

Domestic ................................ 533.6 452.6 483.9 470.2
Foreign .................................. 224.6 576.1 675.7 627.3
   of which from:  
Great Britain .......................... 15.0 39.0 85.0 87.0
Germany ................................ 30.0 53.7 44.1 43.4
France ................................... 18.3 41.2 40.4 38.0
Korea ..................................... 5.8 27.2 33.7 34.9
Italy ........................................ 13.4 42.2 43.7 34.6
USA ....................................... 38.2 53.4 45.9 32.5
Norway .................................. 10.9 22.6 29.4 29.2
Russia .................................... 2.4 25.3 34.7 27.9
Spain ..................................... 4.1 20.3 25.3 26.2
Hungary ................................. 6.6 22.5 21.2 24.9

 
N o t e. 10 countries are specified, from which the number of visitors in 2008 was the biggest. 
 
 
2.2.2. Tatra National Park 5 
 

The Tatra Mountains located in Małopolska are one of the most attractive tourist areas of Poland. It is 
the only territory in Poland with high mountain character, visited by the large number of domestic and foreign 
tourists. In order to preserve plants and animals as well as unique landscape, this area is totally protected. 
The Tatra National Park was created in October 1954. It began its activity on 1st January 1955. 

The Tatra National Park has an area of 21164 ha. It is one of the largest national parks in Poland. 
Forests and thickets of dwarf mountain pine (15048 ha) constitute approximately 70% of the area of the park 
and the remaining 30% is alpine grass, rocks and waters. Almost 11500 ha of the area are strictly protected, 
of which all belt of meadows and crags, a belt of dwarf mountain pine and partially also forests of upper and 
lower belt. 

The Tatra National Park borders on the National Park of Slovakia (TANAP), together they constitute 
the International Biosphere Reserve created in 1992 by UNESCO. 

At the Park there is the highest point of Poland — the northern peak of Rysy (2499 m above the sea 
level), by which a border of the country passes. The highest peak located totally on the area of Poland is 
Kozi Wierch (2291 m above the sea level). 

Flora of the Tatra National Park includes more than 1000 vascular plants, of which 102 species of 
protected plants (28 of them are on the Polish red list of endangered plants). From among 450 mountain 
species, for almost 250 it is the only place of occurrence in Poland. It is home to above 80% of Polish 
endemic plants.  

Fauna includes 290 species of vertebrates and 5-6 thousand species of invertebrates. From among 
vertebrates on the area of the Polish Tatra Mountains there were showed so far 53 species of mammals, 101 

                                                           
5 Elaborated on the basis of: the Regulation of the Council of Ministers dated 30 October 1954 regarding the creation of 
the Tatra National Park (Journal of Laws No. 4 item 23); the Regulation of the Council of Ministers dated 1 April 2003 
regarding the Tatra National Park (Journal of Laws No. 65 item 599; Paweł Skawiński, Tomasz Zwijacz-Kozica, Tatra 
National Park, series: Meetings with nature, Publishing House „Multico”, Warsaw 2005; 




